Total mobilisation’s technical side is not decisive. Its basis — like that of all
technology — lies deeper. We shall address it here as the readiness for
mobilisation.

A mighty message befell me in my inwardness ... and my soul took fire ... in the
violence of struggle.

—Ernst Junger

As 1 fell, I saw smooth white stones on a muddy road; their order had a sense, it
was necessary like the order of the stars, and within them was hidden a great
wisdom. This struck me, and it was more important than the slaughter that was
taking place all around me.[note]Ernst Junger, Storm of Steel (New York: Howard
Fertig, 1996), 123.[/note]
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Never did a man go to battle as you do, on strange machines like birds of steel,
behind walls of fire and clouds of deadly gas. The earth has borne Saurians and
frightful monsters. Yet no being was ever more dangerously, more terribly armed
than you. No troop of horse and no Vikings’ ship was ever on so bold a journey.
The earth yawns before your assault. Fire, poison, and iron monsters go in front of
you. Forward, forward, pitiless and fearless! The possession of the world is on the
throw![note]lbid., 8.[/note]
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It is impossible to calculate in detail the long-range future of the universe without
including the effects of life and intelligence. It is impossible to calculate the
capabilities of life and intelligence without touching, at least peripherally,
philosophical questions. If we are to examine how intelligent life may be able to
guide the physical development of the universe for its own purposes, we cannot
altogether avoid considering what the values and purposes of intelligent life may
be.[note]lbid., 129.[/note]
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“Determination and World Possession” is part of the series ‘Alternative Hypotheses of the War Machine’.
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