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‘One of their philosophers has lately discovered that “as the liver secretes
bile, so does the brain secrete thought”; which astonishing discovery Dr
Cabanis, more lately still, in his ‘Rapports du Physique et du Moral de
I'Homme’, has pushed into its minutest developments. [...] He fairly lays
open our moral structure with his dissecting-knives and real metal probes;
and exhibits it to the inspection of mankind, by Leeuwenhoeck
microscopes and inflation with the anatomical blowpipe. Thought, he is
inclined to hold, is still secreted by the brain; but then Poetry and Religion
(and it is really worth knowing) are “a product of the smaller
intestines!”'[note]Thomas Carlyle, ‘Signs of the Times’, in Edinburgh Times
(1829).[/note]

Coeliac Splanchnogenesis, Nervous Speleogenesis,
Intellectual Epitheliogenesis: or, the Art of Sinking Inside
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